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difficulty in arranging the marriages of girls and sometimes the payment of a price to the bridegroom ; while in order to retain the favour of the Bhats and avoid their sarcasm, lavish expenditure had to be incurred by the bride's father on presents to these rapacious mendicants.1 Thus a daughter became in a Rajput's eyes a long step on the road to ruin, and female infanticide was extensively practised. This crime has never been at all common in the Central Provinces, where the rule of marrying a daughter into an equal or higher clan has not been enforced with the same strictness as in northern India. But occasional instances formerly occurred in which the child's neck was placed under one leg of its mother's cot, or it was poisoned with opium or by placing the juice of the dkra or swallow-wort plant on the mother's nipple.
Properly the proposal for a Rajput marriage should 5. emanate from the bride's side, and the customary method of making it was to send a cocoanut to the bridegroom. * The cocoanut came,' was the phrase used to intimate that a proposal of marriage had been made.2 It is possible that the bride's initiative was a relic of the Swayamwara or maiden's choice, when a king's daughter placed a garland on the neck of the youth she preferred among the competitors in a tournament, and among some Rajputs the Jayamala or garland of victory is still hung round the bridegroom's neck in memory of this custom ; but it may also have been due to the fact that the bride had to pay the dowry. One tenth of this was paid as earnest when the match had been arranged, and the boy's party could not then recede from it At the entrance of the marriage-shed was hung the toran^ a triangle of three wooden bars, having the apex crowned with the effigy of a peacock. The bridegroom on horseback, lance in hand, proceeded to break the toran, which was defended by the damsels of the bride. They assailed him with missiles of various kinds, and especially with red powder made from the flowers of the palas3 tree, at the same time singing songs full of immoral allusions. At length the
1  See also article Bhat.                            3 Btttea frondosa.    This powder is
also used at the Holi festival and has
2  Rajasthan, i. pp. 231, 232.               some sexual significance.